SPACE SHUTTLE ELECTRIC POWER DISTRIBUTION CONSIDERATIONS 
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Currently in both aircraft and space vehicles, the conventional concept is to route power from bus to load 
through separate electro- mechanical devices required to switch, protect, and control the logic, all performed at 
the load power level. It should be emphasized that the many series contacts and the interconnecting cabling result 
in voltage drop and power loss which can only be minimized by increasing wire size, resulting in increased weight 



In the development of aircraft and space vehicle electric power systems, the incorporation of solid-state and 
hybrid techniques to power distribution and management is unquestionably the remedy. 
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Automated Onboard Checkout 




Power Switching and Control Concepts 
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